<5S                      BATTLE OF THE RIVERS
the mechanized columns. Documents were found on
prisoners, who included a Colonel of a Brigade, showing
that the German objective was Rheims. After the
check on the Aisne, the Germans changed their plans
and proceeded in a westerly direction. From all sides
there were complaints against Delattre from other
commanders, because he had taken their troops. They
ignored the fact that Delattre took over these troops,
who were mostly stragglers looking for a leader, and
by his inspiration made them turn and hold the enemy.
" The best bit of stealing I did," the General told us,
" was to capture three French tanks, which had become
separated from their unit owing to minor damages.
The n.c.o.'s, who were in command of the tanks,
agreed to fight with me, and they were magnificent.
I don't think we could have held out if it had not been
for those three tanks, but I was able to keep them only
at the revolver point, because the commander of their
unit did everything he could to get them back. The
prowess of the three tanks was soon spread in the region
and other tanks joined them, so that in a little time we
had fourteen tanks !"
It was a pity that there were not more Delattres in
the French Army. Delattre's own division was holding
die Aisne farther to the east, over a front of 20 miles, a
tremendous distance for 12,000 men to defend.
The General said that the German infantry lost ex-
tremely heavily in his sector of the Aisne. In attack they
yelled like savages and advanced in the same ecstasy as
Arab tribesmen went into battle under Mahomet-